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Student Social Media Habits 

In today’s world, social media platforms are widely accessible and used by people of  all ages, 

especially teenagers. Social media has its benefits and drawbacks, and its usage varies from 

person to person. We were interested in how Donovan students are using social media and 

what effects they think it might have on their lives.  

For this survey, we sampled 48 students (24 7th graders and 24 8th graders). 

Q: What social media platform(s) do you use?  



Continued on page 3 2 

Q: What are some of  the positive effects of  social media?  

 Chatting and sharing things with friends 

 Connecting with loved ones 

 Learning how to act responsibly on the internet 

 Finding positivity and supporting others by liking 

posts 

 Spreading awareness and educating others about  

important issues 

 Learning about the real world 

 Having an online community for your interests 

 Authentic support/empowerment from friends and 

also strangers 

 Funny memes and other uplifting things 

 Never-ending supply of fun and interesting content 

 You could get bullied 

 Fake news 

 Getting into arguments with strangers 

 Getting cyberstalked or harassed 

 Developing an unhealthy body image 

 People can lie about who they are 

 It can be addictive 

 Someone could steal your information or pretend to 

be you 

 Exposure to inappropriate content 

 Getting distracted from important things like school 

and jobs  

 Pressure to look or act a certain way 

 Dealing with things like racism, sexism, homophobia, 

etc. 

Q: What are some of  the negative effects of  social media?  
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Many thanks to the students who completed the survey! 
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Honoring Black History Month  

   at DMS! 

 

During the month of February, we recognize and celebrate achievements, inventions, and historic moments in Black  
history. Some people choose to focus on major events like the Civil Rights Movement, while others choose individuals 

throughout history, like Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, Malcolm X, Mae C. Jemison, and Josephine Baker. Here at Donovan, 
we believe that it is important to be educated and learn about Black history and its impact on American history. For this 

article, I spoke with Ms. Destito (7th grade English), Mr. Phillips (Music & Choir), and 7th grader Enya Morrison about the 
importance of Black History Month and what they did to honor it this year. 

 

Q: What is Black History Month, and why is it important? 

Enya: It is a time the country highlights and celebrates the accomplishments of African Americans. It is important to remem-
ber people and events in the history of the African diaspora. It is important to value the pursuit of African American studies 
and gain knowledge and an understanding of the past and present situation of African descended people in the United States. 
Mr. Phillips: I feel that Black History Month is a celebration of achievements by African Americans and to reinforce their  
importance throughout history. 
Ms. Destito: Black History month is a part of our history where we celebrate contributions, innovations, and achievements by 
African Americans.  
 

Q: What are you doing to educate others on the topic? 
Enya: I use relevant media to educate others. I use TikTok and I even make  
petitions. 
Mr. Phillips: In our music and choir classes, we study the performances from 
African American artists, as well as styles of music that African Americans 
were at the forefront of. Specifically, we did a lesson on how important music 
was to African American slaves, from using them as codes to preserving their 
culture.  
Ms. Destito: In our English class, students had the opportunity to complete an 
extra credit biography on various influential African Americans. Many of these 
individuals were prominent African American writers.  
 
Q: How can students benefit from learning about Black History? 
Enya: There are some great African American people that most people don’t 
know about. I like Ernest Everett Just and some people don’t know about him. 
People like him inspire others like me. It is vital that we find ways to learn so 
we can use these lessons to inform our own behavior and biases, not only in 
life but also in classrooms. 
Mr. Phillips: Students can benefit from learning about BHM because when they 

realize the achievements made in the past, they can better connect to their own goals and dreams for the future, no matter 
what race/creed/background. I think that BHM is for everybody and that we can all learn from it. 
Ms. Destito: Black history is a huge part of our history. Black History Month highlights those accomplishments and can inspire 
others to learn more about this aspect of our history. 
 
Q: How has Black history impacted the development of our modern world? 
Enya: Students can benefit from learning about Black history because they can teach other students who don’t have an  
understanding of the topic. Knowing the past opens the doors to the future and it continues the importance of Black history. 
Mr. Phillips: Black history has impacted the development of our modern world in all areas. Every. Single. One.  
Ms. Destito: It impacts every aspect of our modern world. I’m glad to share literature throughout the year that highlights this. 
 
Q: What are some resources people can use to educate themselves on Black history? 
Enya: Some resources people can use to educate themselves on Black history are books, media, or even podcasts. 
Mr. Phillips: Here are some resources that people could check out! https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-
history-month as well as https://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/ 
Ms. Destito: Biography.com has highlighted a new individual every day of Black History Month on their website. PBS learning 
media and History.com also have great resources. 

Thanks so much to Ms. Destito, Mr. Phillips, and Enya for sharing your thoughts with us! 

By Mirela Ahmetasevic 

drawing of Rosa Parks by Kiara Harrison 

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-month
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-month
https://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/
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Appreciating Frontline & Essential Workers 

By Heather Concepcion 

 

 I think we all can agree that 2020 wasn’t the best year, but we had people that 

were here for us even though it was dangerous and life-threatening. Doctors, fire 

fighters, nurses, police officers, surgeons, and many more support us during these 

scary times. Everyday they risk their lives for us to have another day to live. It's 

time to acknowledge that they do a lot for us and a simple thank you can go a long 

way.  

 

 Some things they do for us are being out in this pandemic fighting fires,  

arresting dangerous people, and helping us in emergencies. Other essential workers 

are teachers because they are making sure we can grow academically during these 

hard times. Another essential worker is a mail person. They have helped us get our 

mail and online orders which I think we all received a lot of. Also garbage  

collectors are important because they manage waste, which if allowed to build up 

could create enormous health and environmental issues. These are just a few  

examples of essential workers but there are many more.  

 

 We can show appreciation in many ways, but some ways are just simply  

saying thank you. Also donating anything can help — like money, old clothes,  

supplies, and food. They sacrificed a lot during the Coronavirus outbreak so it's 

time to show our thanks for being there during our time of need.  

 

Thank you to all essential workers for your incredible hard work and sacrifices. 
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Welcome, Ms. Racioppa! 
By Mirela Ahmetasevic 

                      
Q: Where did you work before you came to Donovan? 
Ms. Racioppa: I was at Proctor starting from 2007. 
 
Q: Did you always want to be a counselor? If not, what did you want to be? 
Ms. Racioppa: First I wanted to be a music teacher because I played the piano my whole life, 
and then I realized that what I really wanted to do was to become a counselor. 
 
Q: What do you like about being a counselor?  
Ms. Racioppa: I love interacting with students. I 
love kids in general. I was even a counselor at 
some summer camps back then. 
 
Q: What was the process of becoming a school 
counselor? How many years of schooling did it 
take? 
Ms. Racioppa: It took four years for my  
bachelor’s degree and about two years for my  
master’s in the psychology field. 
 
Q: What is it like being a counselor during a 
global pandemic? 
Ms.Racioppa: I miss the students and getting to 
know them. 
 
Q: What’s your favorite movie? 
Ms. Racioppa: I love Meet the Robinsons. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? 
Ms. Racioppa: I love to golf, and I love listening to music. 
 
Q: What type of books do you like to read? 
Ms. Racioppa: I love history books, and I’m currently reading The Alchemist. 
 
Q: What is something you have a passion for? 
Ms. Racioppa: I love hanging out with kids. I just really like getting to know them and talking 
to them and just having conversations with them. 

 
 

Thank you for your time, Ms. Racioppa. We’re lucky to have you here at Donovan! 
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A New Start! An Interview with Ms. Barringer 
By Tina Covic 

 
Q: Have you taught at any other schools before coming to Donovan? 
A: This is my 27th year of teaching.  I was a librarian at Columbus Elementary and Jones Elementary before 
coming to Donovan Middle School this year. 
  
Q: Where did you go to school? 
A: I attended Oneonta State College for the first four years and University at Albany for my Masters Degree in 
Library Science. They are both SUNY schools. 
  
Q: What did you study in school? 
A: At Oneonta I studied Elementary Education and I thought I wanted to be a regular classroom teacher.  But, 
I always loved books and reading and when I went to Albany I realized with a Library Degree I could teach 
grades K-12 instead of just elementary school. 
  
Q: Did you have any other jobs before starting at Donovan? 
A: I have always worked at Utica Schools and I wouldn’t want to work anywhere else.  We have the best stu-
dents and teachers! 
  
Q: What is your opinion on Donovan and your classes/students so far? 
A: I love working at Donovan.  I can’t wait to meet all of the kids in person after we can safely be in school to-
gether.  It is a great library and I can’t wait to share it! The classes I have met on Zoom so far are full of hard 
working, smart students who are giving their all to be successful despite the pandemic. 
  
Q: Do you have any certain hobbies, interests, or talents? 
A: I read all the time – mostly non-fiction, biographies and travel books.  I love to cook and bake when I’m 
home. 
  
Q: Have you traveled anywhere interesting? 
A: I enjoy traveling with my family and we have been to several different countries: England, Italy, Spain, 
France, Canada, Belize, and Mexico. After it is safe to do so, I want to see many more countries all around the 
world! 
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Maintaining Good Mental Health  
During a Global Pandemic 
 By Miriam Grove & Mirela Ahmetasevic 

 
With the virus around there are a lot of stressful elements that can affect 
your mental health. Learning to cope with this stress is very important. 

Exercising, eating healthy, and getting a good amount of sleep (7-8 hours) 
will help you relieve stress. You can also talk to someone like a therapist, 

a psychologist, a friend, a family member, or anyone that you feel  
comfortable with and trust. For this article, we interviewed the school 

psychologist, Mr. Brigano, and some students on the subject. 
 

Q&A with Mr. Brigano, the school psychologist: 
 
What is mental health? 
 
“In my perspective, mental health is the relationship between how we think, feel, and  
behave, and the impact that all of these factors have on our functioning in life.  In simple 
terms:  how we think influences the way that we feel and behave, and how we behave  
influences the way that we think and feel.   
 
Mental health involves thinking and acting in ways that promote good physical health,  
positive relationships with others, calm our emotional state, and that provide our lives meaning and purpose.  A person’s 
mental health impacts their ability to function in all areas of life.  This includes, but is not limited to: a person’s ability to 
develop and maintain relationships with others, take care of their own needs (i.e., physical health, and daily living), and 
perform tasks at school, work, and in the community.” 

 
How do you think we could maintain our mental health with the virus around? 
 
“Mental health can be maintained by engaging in behaviors that help us feel safe, connected with others, and that  
promote self-regulation (calm internal state). During the COVID-19 pandemic, we can support and maintain our mental 
health by engaging in behaviors that minimize the risk of contracting the COVID-19 virus.  For example, we can ensure 
that we wear protective masks, maintain social distance from others, wash our hands, reduce the number of places that 
we visit, and repetitively clean/sanitize our environments. By feeling physically clean and protected, we are more 
likely to feel calm and safe. 
 
In addition, as humans, we generally have a need to connect with other people. Therefore, it is important to remain in 
contact with our family members, friends, and other important people in our lives. This will help us feel emotionally 
connected with others if we cannot physically be with them.  It may be helpful to make a list of people in your life that 
are meaningful that you prefer to remain in frequent contact with.  You may wish to refer to this list when you feel the 
need to connect with members of your social support system.   
 
It is important to engage in purposeful and meaningful activities throughout the day.  It is also important to engage in 
activities that are relaxing.  This may include: talking to family members or friends, reading a book, taking a walk, deep 
breathing, exercising, board games, and eating healthy meals.  Also, it may be helpful to maintain a personal  
planner, or schedule, to prioritize school-related assignments and other responsibilities, and to plan time to self-regulate 
and connect with others.   
 
It is also important to recognize what we can control and what we cannot control.  We can control our own thoughts, 
words, behaviors, habits, attitudes, beliefs, and choices.  There are so much uncertainty and unpredictable circumstances 
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic.  Therefore, it is important to focus on the aspects of life that we can directly  
influence. 
 
As a student, if you think that your mental health is impacting your functioning, and if you think that you need 
additional help, please reach out to your teacher, school counselor, school social worker, school psychologist, or 
school administrator so that someone can support you!” 

Continued on page 9 
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Q&A with Donovan Students: 

Have remote learning and quarantine affected your mental health negatively or positively, and why?  
 
Jessica Pham: It has affected my mental health in both ways. When I have to log onto school, I just 
wake up and go on my computer so I don’t have to stress about being late. But it’s also stressful when you get 
Wi-Fi issues.  
Isaac Woo: Probably negatively. I’m missing out on going somewhere and being with actual people.  
Brooklyn Spratt: It has affected my mental health negatively because I really want to go back to school 
but can’t. 
 
Have you lost or gained interest in school  
during quarantine? 
 
Jessica: I have lost some interest in school  
because spending my days on the computer can get 
lonely. 
Isaac: It has stayed pretty much the same. My 
grades have always been important to me, so even 
though we are in quarantine, I still have an interest in 
school.  
Brooklyn: I have gained interest because I just like 
school in general. 
 
If you had the opportunity to go out right now,  
would you? Why or why not? 
 
Jessica: Yes, I would go out because I want to go to fun places and spend time with my family and 
friends. I want to hang out at a cool indoor water park or something like that, and it would 100% affect my 
mental health positively.  
Isaac: No, because my mother  is in the health depar tment as a nurse. So if I caught the virus and gave it 
to her that would not be good. The stress that my mother might get the virus would affect my mental health 
negatively. 
Brooklyn: No I wouldn’t go because I wouldn’t want to catch COVID. I’d rather just stay at home. 
 

What is something that entertains you during quarantine? 
 
Jessica: I like to paint canvases, play with my dog, or  go 
on Roblox. 
Isaac: I play a lot of video games, like Minecraft and 
Among Us. 
Brooklyn: I’m on my phone a lot, but sometimes I read 
books. 
 
What is one thing that helps you cope during  
quarantine? 
 
Jessica: My dog, for  the most par t, keeps me enter tained. 
Isaac: I read the Bible.  
Brooklyn: Color ing and reading help me relax a lot. 

 
It’s extremely important to pay attention to our mental health, especially in times like these.  

Let’s all take note that there are ways to cope with difficult situations and there are also a lot of people who 
care about us and can help us to be well. We’d like to express our heartfelt thanks to Mr. Brigano, Jessica, 

Isaac, and Brooklyn for sharing their thoughts on this important topic. 
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Club Spotlight: Fashion Illustration Club  

By Heather Concepcion 

 

Fashion Illustration Club is a great way to express yourself. You can learn how to illustrate models and more 
about fashion in all of its many forms. I am a member of this club and I love how engaging it is.   
For this club spotlight, I interviewed the faculty advisor, Ms. LaPorte, and some club members.  

 

Q: Why did you want to start a club, and why fashion club? 

Ms. LaPorte: DMS has never had a Fashion Illustration Club and it was a choice on the list that was given to the 

teachers. I have a background in fine arts and I thought it would be fun to do after teaching 8th grade Social 

Studies all day! 

  

Q:What is the purpose of a fashion club? 

Ms. LaPorte: The purpose of the Fashion Illustration Club is to help students who have an interest in fashion 

and/or drawing to come together, be creative, and share ideas. 
 

Q: What do you do in fashion club? 

Ms. LaPorte: Each week we meet and share anything we have drawn or created during the previous week.  

Usually I will provide a task to prompt ideas if needed. Students were given materials for drawing if they needed 

them and are encouraged to draw using step by step online tutorials. We watch Project Runway Junior and cri-

tique the designs. We’ve had movie nights and watched some iconic fashion films like Pretty in Pink and  

Clueless. Overall, we just try to have some fun. 
 

Q: Why is fashion important? 

Ms. LaPorte: I am not by any means a fashionista, nor do I 

think that brand names and fashion are in any way an  

indicator of a person’s character, but fashion is a great way 

to express your individuality. 
 

Q: How is remote fashion club different from in-person 
fashion club? 

Ms. LaPorte: If we were in school, Fashion Illustration 

Club would be very different. We would actually attempt to 

learn to sew and make some of our illustrations.  

Unfortunately, that can’t really happen with remote  

learning. Also, in the future, I would like to have the  

Fashion Illustration Club help design and create costumes for 

Drama Club performances.  

  
 

 

Q: Why do you like fashion club? 

Jessica P: I like fashion club because it's a way for me to have something to do after school. 

Anonymous Student: I like fashion club because it’s going to be useful for me with my career in the future. 
 

Q: What do you learn in fashion club? 

Jessica P: We learn how to draw and if we are in school we learn how to sew. 

Anonymous Student: I learn how to choose different types of fabrics and what pieces of clothing match together. 
 

Q: In what way is this club useful to you? 

Jessica P: I am learning illustration techniques. 

Anonymous Student: I want to be a fashion designer, so I am picking up a lot of useful skills and knowledge. 

 

Contact Ms. LaPorte if you are interested in joining this awesome club! 

Illustrations by Cindy Soe 



11 

Club Spotlight: Yearbook Club 

 By Mirela Ahmetasevic 

 

Q&A with Yearbook Club advisor, Mr. Leo 

Q: What is Yearbook Club mostly about? 
Mr. Leo: Yearbook Club is all about creating a yearbook that is affordable  
for students. 
 
Q: What kind of specific things do you do in Yearbook Club? 
Mr. Leo: Yearbook Club members learn about the process of designing and creating a yearbook as well as 
photography skills. 
 
Q: Would you rather do the Yearbook Club online or in-person, and why? 
Mr. Leo: This is an easy question.   I would prefer to be doing Yearbook in school instead of online.  I like the 
face-to-face interactions with the club members.  I also feel like I get more pictures to use in the Yearbook  
because I can take pictures of students while they are engaging in school activities and events.  Although the 
Yearbook Club is online this year, I do still enjoy being the Yearbook advisor and look forward to doing it again in-
person. 
 
Q: How are you doing the yearbook club online? 
Mr. Leo: This year Yearbook Club is 
focusing on learning about photography 
and creating their own images with the 
skills they are learning. 
 
Q: What is photography all about? 
Mr. Leo: Photography is all about 
capturing an image. A good  
photographer wants the person viewing 
the photo to not just look at the photo 
as a picture but also as a work of art. 
Photos can cause a person to feel a  
certain way and allow the  
photographer to express himself or 
herself through their photos.  
 
Q&A with club president Myanh Hua 
and club member Adrienna Williams 

Q: Why did you join the Yearbook Club? 
Myanh H: I joined Yearbook Club  
because the club administrator is really cool. Mr. Leo is funny and he knows how to make things fun.  
Adrienna W: I wanted to join because I liked all the pictures you guys were taking so I thought it would be 
cool to try it myself. 
 
Q: What is your favorite thing you’ve done in the Yearbook Club so far? 
Myanh H: I really like the unit where we took pictures of food and our pets.  
Adrienna W: We found a bokeh background on our computer,  and we put an object on our keyboard and 
took a picture of it. It looked really cool — kind of like a green screen. 
 
Q: What are you looking forward to doing in the Yearbook Club when we go back to school? 
Myanh H: I’m really excited to meet new people and socialize. 
Adrienna W: I’m looking forward to the fact that we will be able to do it in-person and going to school to take 
the pictures to put in the yearbook. 
 
Q: Would you recommend joining the Yearbook Club to your friends? Why or why not? 
Myanh H: Yes,  I would recommend it because not only is taking pictures really fun,  but we get to talk and 
joke around with Mr. Leo. 
Adrienna W: Yes I would recommend it to my friends because it's fun and it helps kids be creative,  and it 
teaches you about photography. 
 

Consider joining the Yearbook Club! Contact Mr. Leo for more info. 

Check out our art  

section on page 22 

for examples of  

student photography! 
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Club Spotlight: Drama Club 

By Octavia Dragotta 
 

Interview with Drama Club advisor, Mr. Phillips 
 
Q: What kinds of activities did you have planned for Drama Club this year?  
Mr. Phillips: We had hoped to be in school, but we are going to have a play on Zoom and it’s going to be 
challenging but we’ll make it work. One production we’re working on is Law and Order: Fairy Tale Unit. It 
should be fun! 
 
Q: How are the students doing with participating in this club remotely? 
Mr. Phillips: It's so far so good. Some of the kids we had at the beginning of the year are starting to go to 
the other clubs that they like more, but we still have good participation overall. 
 
Q: What are some positive experiences you have had with the club this year? 
Mr. Phillips: Some of the things that we have done wouldn’t have been possible without smaller groups and 
breakout rooms. So there is a bright side to this situation! 

 

Interview with club members, Sarkanyaw Chit and Ramiyah Halsey 
 
Q: What is your favorite part of being in Drama Club? 
Sark : Watching everyone act and use their creativity to connect with others. 
Ramiyah: My favorite part about being in Drama Club is that it is a new experience. It is also my calm space. 
 
Q: What kinds of activities do you do in the club? 
Sark: We study different kinds of acting techniques. Once I saw someone doing improv and it was really 
good even though she was just acting over video call instead of face-to-face. 
Ramiyah: We create stories and skits and just have fun! 
 
Q: How is the club different this year because of COVID/remote learning? 
Sark: One way it’s different is with a virtual show, the people who made the backdrops won't be able to  
express their artistic creativity. 
Ramiyah: The show is going to be different from last year, and the performers might not be able to feel as 
happy as when they perform onstage. 
 
Q: Why should people join this club? 
Sark: I feel like people should find more ways to express themselves in dancing, singing, and performing. 
Ramiyah: I think people should join this club because they can share their creativity and show their talents. 
It is also a safe space for people who want to express themselves without judgment. 

 
Drama Club is super fun! Contact Mr. Phillips if you are interested in joining. 

Mr. Bergamo (left) and Mr. Phillips (right) facilitating Drama Club 
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Club Spotlight: Art Club 
By Tina Covic 

 

In Art Club, we create and share our artwork. This year, we have also been having  drawing competitions in 
our virtual meetings. For this spotlight, I interviewed some club members about their involvement. 

 
Q: What do you like about being in an art club? 

Bu Soe Paw:  I'm very happy that I joined Art Club. I like the fact that we communicate well and share artwork. 

Amber Sheldrick: I like getting the chance to socialize with people who have the same interests as mine. 

 

Q: What are some of your favorite activities that you do in the club?  
Bu Soe: The activities that I like to do in the art club are sharing each other's art and doing some optional pro-

jects. 

Amber: Some of my favorite activities are the drawing battles. 

 

Q: What is it like being a member of Art Club 
during these times? 

Bu Soe: At these times it's pretty hard, but being 

in Art Club has made me very happy. The 

teacher is kind, and our fellow members are 

super fun, so being a part of this club has been 

a delight! 

Amber: It is a little boring doing the club online 

but it is also cool seeing other people's artwork! 

 

 

 

Q: Why should other people join this club?  
Bu Soe: Other people should join the club because it's something very relieving and can help me throw my stress 

away. We welcome anyone and would love people to come and share their creativity! This club is very friendly 

and fun and it makes me happy, so why not? People should join this amazing club! 

Amber: Other people should join this club if they like art and drawing. It will allow them to meet more people 

with the same interests and socialize. 

 

If you’re interested in art, this club would love to have you! Contact Ms. Pasqualicchio to get involved. 

Original artwork by Bu Soe Paw 
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Teacher Fun Facts! 
  

Let’s play a game! Match the teacher to the fact.  
(Answer key is on the bottom of the page, upside down, to check your answers) 

1. Mr. Fagan A. I actually went to college to become a Social Studies teacher in 
NYC but I switched to English instead. 

2. Mr. Kalies B. In high school and college, I was on a bowling team. 

3. Ms. Destito C. I have climbed 46 of the highest mountains in NYS. They’re all over 
4,000 feet!  

4. Mr. Colone D. I know how to read Tarot cards. 

5. Ms. Ricci E. I was born in Florida, I run a farm with my husband, and my  
engagement ring hangs on a fishing pole over a lake.  

6. Ms. Edick F. I have a daughter, Ava, who is 21 months old and 2 stepchildren, 
Matthew, who is 12, and Giuliana, who is 11.  

7. Mrs. Fagan G. Before I became a teacher, I worked in a BMX bike shop, as a 
bank teller, and as a ticket agent for an airline.  

8. Miss Palladino H. I have played the flute since I was in the fourth grade.  

9. Mr. Hadity I. I was married in the Dominican Republic on Friday the 13th.  

10. Ms. Roundtree J. I briefly lived in Martha's Vineyard and worked as a roofer and a 
deckhand on charter fishing boats.  

11. Ms. McLaughlin K. I love singing and I’ve done it since I was a kid,  
but I’m not very good. 

12. Mr. Leo L. I go camping every summer with my 3 daughters and my wife.  

13. Mr. Esford M. I dress up as Uncle Sam in class to help my students,  
and I have 2 children. 

14. Ms. Peterson N. I have 2 children and my daughter has been  
a music teacher for 12 years.  

Answer Key:  

1M, 2L, 3A, 4J, 5G, 6C, 7E, 8D, 9F, 10H, 11B, 12I, 13N, 14K 
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Our New 7th Grade  
Social Studies Teacher 

By Per Ler U 

 

Q: Why did you decide to become a Social Studies teacher? 
Mr. Schneller: I became a Social Studies teacher for several 
reasons. First is my love for history; I have always loved  
learning about the past and all of the fun and interesting 
things and people. The second reason is because I think Social 
Studies is super important because it helps students  
understand the world around them, which gives me a real 
sense of purpose.  
  
Q: Is this your first time teaching or have you taught before? 
Mr. Schneller: This is my first full-time teaching job, but I had worked as a substitute teacher 
for a number of years before this.  
  
Q: Do you like the experience of teaching the students here so far? 
Mr. Schneller: I absolutely love the experience of teaching the students at Donovan so far. 
It's definitely been different having everything be online but I have still enjoyed getting to 
know my students and seeing them grow academically.  
  
Q: Do you have any hobbies that your students may not know of? 
Mr. Schneller: I have a few hobbies (hiking, basketball, reading) but I told my students 
about those on the first day of school. I think the one hobby that I haven't told them about is 
cooking. I enjoy cooking, but that's mostly because I like eating! 
  
Q: Are you from Utica? 
Mr. Schneller: No, I am from the Hudson Valley region of New York.  
  
Q: What is your favorite thing about Utica? 
Mr. Schneller: My favorite thing about Utica so far has been all of the interesting history in 
and around the city. Also Utica Coffee is an excellent coffee shop. 
  
Q: Do you own any pets? 
Mr. Schneller: I do not have any pets currently. Growing up, I always had pets, mostly dogs 
and cats, and at one point we had chickens. 
  
Q: Lastly, what is your favorite color? 
Mr. Schneller: My favorite color is blue. 

  
Thanks to Mr. Schneller for participating in this new teacher interview! 
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7th Grade English Welcomes Mrs. Seth 
By Octavia Dragotta 

 

Q: Have you worked any other jobs besides teaching?     
A: Yes, I used to work at State Farm Insurance. 
 
Q: Did you teach anywhere before coming to Donovan? 
A: I taught at other schools, which are Brushton-Moira Central School (10th & 11th Grade), 
Brasher Falls Central School (12th grade), and JFK (7th grade). 
 
Q: Where did you learn how to be a teacher? 
A: I went to SUNY Potsdam. 
 
Q:When did you decide to become an English teacher? 
A: Probably in 9th  grade, but I originally wanted to teach 
Braille. 
 
Q: Do you have any pets? 
A: I have a husky, and her name is Nala. 
 
Q: What is your favorite book? 
A: I like the Harry Potter series.  
 
Q: Who is your favorite author? 
A: My favorite author is Laurie Halse Anderson. 
 
Q: What is your favorite movie? 
A: The Indiana Jones series and Back to the Future series are my favorites. 
 
Q: What do you think is the hardest thing about teaching at home? 
A: The separation from the students because they don’t turn their cameras on. 
 
Q: What is your favorite website to use for teaching? 
A: My favorite website to use for teaching is Nearpod. 
 
Q: Do you do any fun activities or games with your students? 
A: We listen to podcasts and I'm starting a competition between classes and whoever wins gets a 
prize. 
 

Thanks for the interview, Mrs. Seth! 
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A Beginner’s Guide to Anime アニメ 

By Erica Thach, Octavia Dragotta, and Sarkanyaw Chit 

 

What is anime? 

Some of you reading may be wondering, “What is anime?” Merriam-Webster  
Dictionary defines anime as “a style of animation originating in Japan that is characterized by 
stark colorful graphics depicting vibrant characters in action-filled plots often with fantastic 
or imaginative themes.” However, anime isn’t always action-filled or crazy with violence. It can 
be heartfelt like Your Lie In April, and it can be joyful like Ponyo or A Whisker Away. 
 
Like many American television shows and movies, 
anime can originate from books. Anime often 
stems from manga, Japan's style of comic books. 
These are often in black and white and come out 
in full color for special releases. Some anime that 
are based on manga are Soul Eater, Anohana, and 
Dr. Stone. Some anime are developed from part 
of a manga, and then deviate from the printed 
text as they go on. Take The Promised Never-
land, for example. During the first season, the 
horror anime was a successful adaptation of the 
manga while the second season cut off chunks of 
the manga’s plot to save money and time. There 
are also original screenplays that don’t originate from the manga; some examples are Yuri on 
Ice and Neon Genesis Evangelion. Anime can also take different forms like a long feature-
length film or a series of shorter episodes.  

 
We asked some Donovan students about their  
opinions on anime. One mentioned that anime feels 
more diverse than American movies and TV  
because of the imaginative and fantastical worlds 
they present. Another mentioned that anime is 
more expressive than cartoons. They said “...in 
anime they tend to use more dynamic shots.  
Cartoons can have dynamic shots but I think it 
tends to flow better in anime. The style is also 
pretty appealing.” Similar to what we're used to, 
American cartoons and films have nice animation 
and great storylines. 
 

Types of Anime 

Just like any other films or shows, anime has  
different styles. There are two ways of categorizing 
anime. One is based on genre: comedy, history,  
supernatural, romance, action, fantasy, horror,  
mystery, etc. The other is based on demographic: 
kodomomuke, shojo, shounen, seinen, and josei.  
Both America and Japan, as well as other countries,  
use the same rating style such as PG, PG-13, etc. 
Though, Japan also targets anime at different  
demographics based on age and gender. 

Ponyo, 2008 

Your Lie in April, 2014 

Continued on page 18 

A Whisker Away, 2020 
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Kodomomuke (子供向け)  
Kodomomuke is directed at children. According to Kotaku.com, these are “lighthearted, simple, 
and imaginative anime that often teach morals and other core values to young viewers.” A few 
examples include, Doraemon, Glitter Force, and Little Witch Academia.  
 

Shojo (少女)  
Shojo can be translated as “young girl” so this is targeted  
toward young girls ages 10-18. Shojo anime is mainly associated with 
romance and interpersonal relationships, and sometimes with action 
as well. Some examples of shojo anime would be Ouran High School: 
Host Club, Akatsuki no Yona, Kaichou wa Maid-sama!, and I Reincar-
nated Into a Villainess.  
 

Shounen (少年)  
Shounen refers to young boys, typically between the ages of 12-18. 
This is basically the counterpart of shojo and is often associated 
with adventure and action. Some examples of shounen anime would 
include, Attack on Titan, Toilet Bound Hanako-kun, Haikyuu, and 
Horimiya.   

 
 
 
Even though these anime are targeted at  
specific ages/genders, anyone can watch and  
enjoy them. The types that are mainly aimed at 
the older audience are seinen and josei.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Seinen (青年)  
Seinen is for men, ages 18 and up. These tend to be 
more violent and have a more psychological nature to 
them, though there are some comedies of seinen as well. 
They also may not be as hardcore as they seem. 
 
 

For example, Code Geass, Bungou Stray Dogs, and Re: Zero are  
considered psychological and violent, while Violet Evergarden is 
emotional and beautiful. Some seinen anime are even comedic, like 
Love is War. 
 

Josei (女性)  
Josei is similar to seinen, but marketed toward women. These anime 
often deal with romance, adventure, and occasionally action.  
Chihayafuru, Paradise Kiss, and Princess Jellyfish are some exam-
ples of josei anime.  
 

Continued on page 19 

Haikyuu, 2014 

Attack on Titan, 2013 

Violet Evergarden, 2018 

Cross Colors, 2016 



 

 
 Doctor or scientist 

 Fashion designer 

 Professional athlete 

 Lawyer 

 Baker 

 Civil Engineer 

 Artist 

 Veterinarian 

 Astronomer 

 Movie Producer 

 Teacher 

 Singer 

 Professional gamer 

 Software engineer 

 Politician 

 Chef/Restaurant owner 

 Zoologist 

 Architect 

 Forensic pathologist 

 Teacher 

 Entrepreneur 

 Web developer 

 Actor 

 Activist 
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Themes and Lessons in Anime 
You will find that anime has classic themes, life les-
sons, and inspirational moments as you go on, more 
than teaching a bit of Japanese. Donovan students 
learned a lot from anime, such as, “Breaking your 
bones is worth it in the end.” This teaches  
determination from the anime Boku no Hero Aca-
demia. One student also learned from Naruto that 
ramen is a delectable meal. They learned from 
Naruto Shippuden that you should put the people you 
love above anything. A person learned from both Boku no 
Hero Academia and Naruto that hard work beats talent.  

         
Two interviewed students learned different  
lessons from One Piece: “always fight for what you 
believe in” and “never be ashamed to apologize.” A 
lesson from Ouran High School: Host Club is that 
sometimes you need to go your own way. In Haikyuu, 
a character named Hinata teaches us to fight for 
your goals, no matter how hard it may seem, and an-
other character from the same anime, Sugawara, 
teaches us to always protect and watch out for our                     
friends.  

            
The students we interviewed really enjoy anime — not only its animation style but the  
stories and lessons they learn along the way. We recommend you watch some of the anime  
mentioned in this article if you are looking for new entertainment experiences. And don’t worry 
about not speaking Japanese, since you can read the subtitles or find an English-dubbed  
version.   

Sources: 

https://www.dailydot.com/parsec/what-is-anime/ 
https://kotaku.com/how-to-identify-the-basic-

types-of-anime-and-manga-1538285518 

Roving Reporter: 

What is your dream 

job? 

My Hero Academia, 2016 

Ouran High School: Host Club, 2006 

https://www.dailydot.com/parsec/what-is-anime/
https://kotaku.com/how-to-identify-the-basic-types-of-anime-and-manga-1538285518
https://kotaku.com/how-to-identify-the-basic-types-of-anime-and-manga-1538285518
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                                                 Burmese Home Cooking 

                                                                By Sa Mee Mar 

 

For our recipe section in this issue, we wanted to share a dish that people might not be familiar with. The  

recipe that follows is for a Burmese dish that my mother makes for my family. While these instructions are 

from the internet, my mother confirmed that they are accurate. Enjoy! 

 

Myanmar Mohinga 

Time: 1 hour 

Servings: 4 

Ingredients (from internationalcuisine.com) 

For the base: 

1 lb catfish 

1 lemongrass stalk (bruised) 

1/4 teaspoon turmeric 

2 cups water 

for the onion paste: 

1 large onion (chopped) 

3 cloves garlic 

2 inches ginger (peeled) 

2 lemongrass stalks (white part only) 

2 whole thai chilies 

1 teaspoon shrimp paste 

1/2 teaspoon turmeric 

1/2 teaspoon paprika 

6 Tablespoons peanut oil 

Photo credit: FoodRepublic.com 

Instructions 

1. Put the fish in a large sauce pan, add the 

water, lemongrass and turmeric. Bring to a 

boil then simmer for 10 minutes or until the 

fish is cooked. 

2. Remove the fish from the pan and when 

cool enough to handle, peel it and flake 

the fish, being careful to discard any 

bones. Set aside the flaked flesh. 

3. Drain the stock through a sieve and re-

serve for the soup. 

For the Onion paste: 

4. In a mortar and pestle, mash the onion, 

garlic, chilies, lemongrass and ginger into 

a paste. 

5. Heat oil in a saucepan and add the paste. 

6. Cook over medium heat for a few minutes 

until the paste is soft and begins to  

caramelize.  

7. Add the shrimp paste, mash with a wooden 

spoon. Mix in the turmeric and paprika. Cook 

for another minute until fragrant, then add 

the flaked fish. 

8. cover and cook for about 10-15 minutes. 

9. In the meantime, cook the noodles. 

For the soup: 

6 cups water 

1/2 cup banana stem or blossom (Optional) 

2 Tablespoons rice powder (roasted) 

3 Tablespoons fish sauce 

1 teaspoon black pepper 

Serve with: 

fine rice vermicelli noodles 

3 limes quartered 

4 hard boiled eggs quartered 

1/4 cup fresh coriander chopped 

crispy onions 

Extra fish sauce 

Chili paste 

10. To make the soup, put the soup paste , rice 

powder, water and reserved fish stock in a 

large pan. Bring to a boil while stirring to make 

sure the rice powder doesn't clump. 

11. (Optional) Add the banana stem or blossom 

and simmer for 30 minutes until tender. 

12. Add the fish sauce, and taste for seasoning. 

Add in black pepper. 

13. To serve, put a handful of cooked noodles 

in a bowl, ladle over the soup. Serve with all 

the garnishes. 
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April is National Poetry Month! 

To celebrate, please enjoy these extended metaphor poems from students in  

Ms. Buono’s 8th grade English class. 

When the Day is Done 
by Jocelyn Barnard 
 

They say life’s a cherry bowl,  
But this one’s full of pits. 
Life’s no fun when nearly every day 

You get up and stare 

At a Chromebook, iMac, or Microsoft Air. 
Your classmates are silent mice, 
Your teachers gabbling on, 
But we all know when the day is done, 
Something different is going on. 
20 new assignments, 
Due at different times 

Some at 2:20, 
Some at 11:59. 
Yes there are some missing 

Yes there are some due 

But how do you expect us to keep up 

When the anxiety subdues? 

Our motivation is nearly lost 

Feels like our time is running out 

But we know that one day  
We won’t need to shout. 
For they will hear our voices, 
Clearer than the summer sky 

We won’t need to hide 

Behind masks, screens, and crying eyes. 
We don’t like online school, 
In fact, it drains us out. 
We wish we could have something to do, 
Without having to scream and shout. 
Wishing school to be over, 
Wishing summer would just come on, 
But we all know when the days are done, 
The cherry pits will be gone. 

What is a Rubik’s Cube?  

by Darryl Htoo 

 

A Rubik’s Cube is a test 
Many answers but only one shall be the best 

From red, to yellow, to blue,  
to green, to orange, to white 

It’s intriguing and complicated, waiting to be solved 

Challenging others it awaits 

When the answer is found 

Comes great satisfaction 

Time well spent 

A Rubik’s Cube is a test. 

Mother and I  
by Eh Lerpwen 

 
Our relationship is the sun. 
Bright, radiant and warm. 
Love that accepts, uplifts, 
dazzles and encourages. 

 
Whenever there is a storm, 
You take the advantage  
And call me too proud, pretentious,  
and narcissistic. 
Although I say hurtful things back to you, 
We both know we are unbreakable chains. 
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Many thanks to our contributors of art and poetry!  

If you’d like to see your work published in the next issue, 

please don’t hesitate to reach out! 

Our Amazing Artists! 

1: Picture of an ice cream sundae by Myo Mai 

2: A portrait of Per Ler U by Bu Soe Paw 

3: Photo of a succulent by Mirela Ahmetasevic 

4: Picture of pomegranates by Hanna Quito 

5: Face by Anonymous 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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    The Spectator Newspaper Club  

2020-2021 Recruitment Notice 

The Spectator encourages all students to join the club.                                                        

If you didn’t join for this issue, sign up for the next one.  

 

Contact Ms. McLaughlin for the sign up form 

    Email dmclaughlin@uticaschools.org or stop by Room 234  

Sarkanyaw Chit, President 

Per Ler U, Vice-President 

Mirela Ahmetasevic, Secretary 

Miriam Grove, Treasurer 

Heather Concepcion 

Tina Covic 

Octavia Dragotta 

Ramiyah Halsey 

Amani Hamid 

Sa Mee Mar 

Annalisa Porm 

Minnela Sakanovic 

Erica Thach 

 

Advisor: Ms. McLaughlin 

Keep an eye out for our next fundraiser  

 

Utica coffee  

and bagel grove!  

(May 1st—21st) 

 

Thank you in advance  

for your support 

        Spectator Staff 

Thank you to the UCSD Superintendent and the                                          

Board of Education for their continued support of 

The Spectator Newspaper:  

Mr. Karam, Superintendent  

Mr. L. LaPolla, President  

Mr. Cardillo, Vice-President 

Mr. Dawes 

Mr. Salatino  

Mr. A. LaPolla 

Mr. Hobika Jr.  

Mrs. Padula 

Mr. Falchi, Director of Curriculum and Instruction K-12  


